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Publisher's Note

" It 1s the first allegorical work n Indian literature” This 1s what the famous
Indologst, Prof Herman Jacobi writes about Upmutibhavaprapancha Katha of Siddhar-
shigani It appears that at that moment he was considering only Indian hterature In fact,
the few known allegorical works 1n other languages do not date earlier than 16th century
And as such, this work should be termed as the first allegorical work 1n world Iiterature

Allegory 1s a decorative style of writing with an extensive use of metaphors to give
Iife to the abstract concepts of philosophy and ethics It requires a combination of
unrestricted flight of imagination and the strict disciphine of narrative continuity - As such,
1t 15 generally employed 1n short works or parts and passages of longer works A large
and complete allegorical work ike UK 1s rare to find

Upmitibhavaprapancha Katha 1s foremost among such works It covers a wide range
of time, space and nadents It 1s not merely a tale 1t 1s an epic 1n its own right This
voluminous story has been told 1n first person and 1t covers a wide range of subjects like
logic, philosophy, medicine, astrology, culture, humour, trade, conduct, etc,

About tne author, stddharshigani, prof Jacobi says-"Siddharshi belongs to the first
rank of moral writers 1n India" This 15 amply evident in the UK as 1t 1s the story of
gradual ascendence, on the ladder of purnty, of an ordinary soul tethered by the bondage
of Karma Besides this 1t 1s unique 1n other ways also

It revea s so much about the state of mind of the author that prof Jacob: had to
conclude- "We scarcely exaggerate 1n saying that more of the inner man and the inner
history of siddarshi 1s known to us than almost all Sanskrit writers”

The author also appears to have been a rebel in the literery field of his imes He did
not employ the flored and high strung language common to sanskrit writers of that age
Instead, he used simple sanskrit throughout this work

This unique work has not been as popular among masses as 1t should have been
May be due to neglect We take pride in mentioning that the first efforts toward popular-
1sing 1t were done by prakrit Bharati Academy by way of publishing first complete
Hindi translation in the year 1985

The oniginal test was first published by Asiatic Society, Calcutta Two other editions
were also published later, but none 15 presently, available in the market And so, we
took this task of publishing this revised edition

We are indebted to pujya mumniraj shr1 Ajit shekhar vijayji, a great scholar of
praknit and sanskrit, for his keen interest and involvement in this project He
conceived, prompted and completed this task of comparing the “text copies and
editing of this volummous work We are also thankful to the Divya Darshan Trust
for accepting us as joint publishers

We are sure this publication will fulfill the need of Sanskrit scholars and institutes for
such important ancient texts

M Vinay Sagar D R Mehta
Director, Prakrit Bharaty, Secretary, Prakrit Bharat
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